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flooding in downstream States by speeding up the rate of
discharge of the river. It is not difficult, for instance, to
imagine the friction which would be caused if an international
boundary crossed the Mississippi in the latitude of Memphis,
and the vast irrigation system of Sind might have been seriously
interrupted but for the existence of a unified political control
in almost the whole of the basin of the Indus.1 Short of including
each major basin in a State, and in the absence of genuine
inter-State co-operation, the only solution to these difficulties
lies in international control, but even that compromise
cannot remove all the hindrances which river boundaries
present.
There is another important geographical aspect of the use
of rivers as boundaries, and for this purpose lakes, estuaries
and minor arms of the sea may be considered as extensions
of rivers. Where it is decided that a river shall be a boundary,
the problem arises of defining the location of the dividing line,
which clearly cannot be the whole water body. It must be
defined with relation to some part or parts of the river.2
Generally one of three lines is adopted, the median line, the
middle of the navigable channel, or one of the shorelines.
In the first case (the term is rarely used in boundary agreements),
the line is related to the horizontal plane of the river, and may
be defined as the line joining all points which are equidistant
from the nearest points on opposite shores, and its location
requires careful mathematical calculation. Its adoption leads
to an equal division of the surface of the water, but not to an
equal division of its volume.
In the second case, the navigable channel, i.e. usually the
belt of continuously deepest water, follows a sinuous course,
now approaching one bank, now swinging towards the other,
and therefore crossing and re-crossing the median line. More-
over the navigable channel may change its position in the river
by the same process as the latter itself may change its course.
1 The sharing of the Punjab between Hindustan and Pakistan may have
disastrous effects in this part of India, which is dependent on the Indus system
for its irrigation water, unless precautionary measures are included in the
plan for the political division of India.
* On rivers as boundaries, see Boggs, op. cit., Chapter X.